
The University of Copenhagen 

The Faculty of Health Sciences in
Copenhagen covers a total floor

space of 175.000 square meters.
With more than 4 000 students

and a staff exceeding 1800 per-
sons, the Faculty in Copenhagen
is one of the biggest of its kind in

Europe

The  Lundsgaard Auditorium
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Institute of Public Health

T he Universi ty was founded by King Chr ist ian Is t in 1479 with
the permission of  the Pope. I t  was comprised of  four facul-
t ies, theology, law, medicine and phi losophy. The medieval

universi ty was a smal l ,  autonomous academic republ ic,  pr imari ly
or iented towards the internat ional church and only to a l imited
extent towards the Danish-Norwegian society.  The Universi ty of
Copenhagen is the largest educat ional inst i tut ion in Denmark.
Together, the six facult ies offer approximately 200 programmes
for study in humanit ies and health sciences, law, science and
theology. 

I t  could be argued that the Universi ty of Copenhagen is f i rst  and
foremost a nat ional  universi ty.  The Danish language, cul ture and
science play essent ial  roles in the Universi ty´s research, teaching
and communicat ion. Moreover,  the Universi ty performs a number
of tasks in close col laborat ion with other nat ional authori t ies and
inst i tut ions. However, the Universi ty of Copenhagen is also an
internat ional universi ty.  I t  annual ly receives around 1000 interna-
t ional students who choose to pursue part  of their  studies at the
Universi ty of  Copenhagen.

The Inst i tute of  Publ ic  Heal th was establ ished on 1st January
1997 at the Faculty of  Health Sciences. The purpose of the
Inst i tute is to carry out research and teaching and to act  as a
consultant within the area of publ ic health.

The aim of publ ic heal th research is to create a scient i f ic  founda-
t ion for improving the health of populat ions. This research inves -
t igates the health status, ef forts being made to improve the gene-
ral  health and the endeavours of society to reduce morbidi ty and
mortal i ty.  The research is cross-discipl inary and performed by
researchers trained in medicine, natural  sciences, social  scien-
ces, and the humanit ies.

The Inst i tute encompasses most discipl ines contr ibut ing to the
f ie ld of  publ ic heal th and consists of  eleven departments.  Several
of the inst i tute departments carry out research and consultancy in
relat ion to other areas as wel l .

The academic staf f  of  the Inst i tute of  Publ ic Heal th teach under-
graduates in publ ic health, medicine, dent istry,  and human biolo-
gy, plus PhD students and those undertaking Master Programmes
in Publ ic Health and in Internat ional Health.
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Copenhagen becomes the
Danish capital

The city expands on a large
scale

1849 Denmark becomes a demo-
cracy and a peaceful period
begins

Nazi occupation and allied
bombing of shipyards.

WWII

2000 Opening of the 16km long
bridge-tunnel linking
Copenhagen and the
Swedish port of Malmo

1711 Almost a third of
Copenhagen's population
die of bubonic plague.

1807 During the Napoleonic wars,
Britain's Horatio Nelson laun-
ches a fierce attack on
Copenhagen

C o p e n h a g e n  i s  h o m e
to our  Danish par tner .
I t  i s  the largest  c i ty  in

Scandinav ia  wi th  a  popula -
t ion  o f  over  1 .5  mi l l ion .  The
c i ty  was  o f f i c ia l l y  founded a
ra ther  long t ime ago,  way
back in  1167 to  be exact ,
w h e n  a  c e r t a i n  B i s h o p
Absa lon ordered tha t  a  cas t -
l e  and  a  wa l l  be  pu t  up
around a smal l  f ish ing v i l la -
ge  on the  s i te  where  the
Chr is t iansborg  Cast le ,  home
of  the  Dan ish  Par l i amen t ,
stands today.  The l i t t le  v i l la -
ge  prospered and deve loped
in to  the  Dan ish  København.
Do  you  know  wha t  t h i s
means in  Danish? I t  comes
f rom the  two  wo rds
Købmændenes Havn,  wh ich
mean "Merchant ' s  Harbour " .
As  the  name suggests ,  th is
e a r l y  C o p e n h a g e n  w a s  a
bust l ing  por t  fo r  t rad ing  ves-
se ls  wh ich  came f rom a l l
over  the Bal t ic  region.

C o p e n h a g e n  i s  t h e
commerc i a l ,  cu l t u ra l
and  adm in i s t r a t i ve

cent re  o f  Denmark .  And as  a
cap i ta l  i t  i s  cons ide red  a
very  sa fe  p lace,  w i th  many
pedest r ian  s t reets ,  beaut i fu l
squares  and nar row lanes ,
cana ls ,  p ic tu resque towers
and o ld bu i ld ings,  numerous
ou tdoor  ca fes  and  res tau-
rants .  Wel l  wor th  a  v is i t !

T he  Dan ish  cap i ta l  i s
home, or  should I  say
"haven"  to  some of  the

most  in terest ing ar t is t ic  and
archaeo log ica l  museums i n
Europe.  I t  i s  a  c i ty  o f  fes t i -
va ls :  thea t re ,  modern  dance
and ba l le t ,  c lass ica l ,  rock
and jazz music ,  and spor ts .

A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  a n
efficient public t ranspor t
ne twork  o f  buses  and

t ra ins ,  peop le  jus t  tend  to
hop on the i r  b ikes,  cyc l ing
through the cyc le  t racks that
cr iss-cross Copenhagen.  I t
is  probably  the quickest  way
to  get  a round the c i ty  a f te r
a l l .  You can buy or  rent  a
b ike,  or  bor row a c i ty -b ike
du r i ng  summer  (bu t  don ' t
fo rget  to  g ive  i t  back! ) .  The
many parks as wel l  as the
wa te r f ron t  a re  a l l  easy  to
ge t  to ,  whatever  way  you
decide to  t rave l ,  and there
are loads of  qu i te  spots  i f
you  want  to  ge t  away f rom
the huss le  and bust le  o f  the
cap i t a l .  Du r i ng  weekends
and  ho l iday  pe r iods  many
go  exp lo r ing  the  beau t i f u l
c a s t l e s  a n d  c o u n t r y s i d e
a round  the  i s l and  o f
Sjæl land.

T I M E L I N E

COPENHAGEN

1428 The third Hanseatic League's
attack is successfully resis-
ted

11th c Copenhagen starts life as a
humble fishing village

1996 European City of culture

1913 The first statue of the little
Mermaid is erected on the
Langelinie


