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-\ Medicines and religious
> , traditions

W

g'Stiidy'on prescriptions hy'Sylvie FAINZANG
in Southern France

g 186/ Interviews (/4 Gatholics, o3 protestants,
a6 mushms; 16/ jews] (Tramition}

s Dinerent athitutes tomedicines an
prescriptions anddoctorsioundbetween

the groups stutier

5 Fainzang S. Medicaments et sociéte, Le patient, le medecin
eti'ordonnance, Paris:PUF, 2001
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~ Gomphance /Adherence

45
W

g Dinerent attitutes tothe holywritten word
Protestants [(hibie) Musiims (Goran)
Gatholics [ restrictet access)

5 Hypothesis: hetter comphiance/atherence
ol protestants: Unproven bik....

5 Gatholics and mushims tendito hide their
non-compliance

~ 5 Protestants may proudly proclaim that they

clhoose nottocomply




4‘ Whatdothe patients do with
> Ny theirdoctor's prescription 2

“ 9 :'::;tsl::trlir;i:::mav he thrown away or kept

<~ 5 ifkept hy Catholics - to show to other

<~ y :::tt:sr:ants may keep it to assist in self-
4‘ medication

5 li they destroy prescriptions : they often
W copythemfirst
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4, Continied
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< ‘ 5 Muslims hardly 9ve_r keep their
> ~ prescriptions (It's like a bill}

5 They never burn them . But one patient put
~ his prescription next to his heart....
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-\ shealso studied patient leafiets
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5 BiLs/are reatl more by proiestants
5 lessiby catholics

g sliggested explanation: catholics
consiter suchwrting canonlyhe
unierstood hy exnerts ciiThe Scriptires
can only he unierstoori/hythe priest.

g iDoctor knowshest )
5 Mushms donotread PILS either
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Ny Sideefiects

< ~ - Gatholics if they read the leaflet, tend to read the
‘ :“oilll_% eﬂ_ects section, not dosage, or therapeutic
<

- Tto know what unpleasant effects may occur and
thus prepare themselves if and when the effects

«

- Protestants on the other hand to decide if and

.
4‘ when they should stop taking the medicine .
N
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N What do patients dowith their
> , medicines ?

W

5 Protestants often keep them in the

~ bedroom or study

5 Gatholics often keep them in the kitchen or
< bathroom

4‘ 5 Gan you suggest an explanation 9
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N What do patients dowith their
N Medicines 2

W

5 Gatholics and musiims pay little attention

< to what they swallow... (Doctor knows hest)

‘ 5 Protestants and Jews monitor their intake
< of medicines more closely
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~ Wwaste not wantnot

~ 5 Gatholics would like members of their
familiy to henefit from medicines they
themselves have taken...
Whereas protestants do not like wasting
medicines (and may even finish her

\

W v
~ hushands or daughter's medicine...}
)
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~ patientS kKnowhest....

N rowsammons s nascrs e
‘ Muslims
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~ HoWthey atjustihe fose..

~ 5 Protestants tend to reduce the dose

5, Muslims and Gatholics tend to increase

5 Gatholics often use the metaphore of amachine (They
need filling up) as do their catholic doctors.
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<
' ~ joctors and treatment
.

~ 5 Gathelics find it more difficult to adhere to a long term
<« prescription for a chronic disease than protestants

~ 5 Protestants and Jews tend to try to negotiate and argue
with their doctors about prescriptions

5 Gatholics tend to leave it up to the doctor
< ~ £ Muslims have great respect for their doctor's authority
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Ganyou seeapatiern emerging 2
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~ patiern

~ 5, Gatholics (and Muslims) tend to submit to
the doctors will.

5 Brotestants teni to helieve they have the
right to adjust theirtreatment

g Protestants tend to havea more
individualistic and personal relationship
with their medicines

5 Gatholics amore collective attitude




-\ Possilile hypothesis suggested
> ~ Dy Sylvie Fainzang

5 Gatholics submit to theirdoctors ina similarway
{0 the authority of their.church and priests

& Jews haveialong trathtion of iscussion and
argumentwith their Rabhis...

¢ Protestantsbelieve inthe examination ortheir

5 These typesof hehaviour are mirroretin the way
they deal with prescriptions; meticinesan

<: flociors

<
<
< conscience [and the consultation of Scriptures]
<




-\ Frenchmedicinal drug
> ~ consumption

.‘ Q ;I::: I;rrl::ll:llll stal(e twice as many medicines

p ~ 5 They also are the champion pill-poppers
[nsychotropic medicines) of the world.
< 20 % of all medicines

~ 5 Attitude to generic drugs
<«
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